Localized bronchioloalveolar carcinoma with small foci of active fibroblastic proliferation. A report of 2 cases.
Localized bronchioloalveolar carcinoma (LBAC) without foci of active fibroblastic proliferation has been reported to be a pN0 disease. Predominantly, these tumors have not been associated with cancer relapse or death subsequent to surgery. Based on these observations, LBAC cases have been considered candidates for limited lung resection without lymph node dissection. However, this surgical option requires careful validation, and an accurate diagnosis is indispensable. The absence of foci of active fibroblastic proliferation must be confirmed by a thorough investigation. Nonetheless, these foci may escape detection, and even currently accepted diagnostic modalities may not be sufficient to accurately determine their absence. We illustrate this point by reporting 2 cases of LBAC with small but distinct foci of active fibroblastic proliferation.